West End Allotment Association
Constitution

1. Name:

The Association shall be known as West End Allotment Association.

2. Objects:

(a) To promote the interests of members in their allotment garden activities.

(b) To conduct negotiations with local Authorities and private landlords for the use of gardening land.

(c) To take action to protect members against damage trespass and theft.

3. Membership:
The Association shall consist of such persons whose application for membership is approved by the Committee.

4. Subscriptions:

Every member shall pay on entry into the Association an annual subscription; the amount of which shall be decided at the Annual General Meeting.  Subscriptions must be paid on or before 1st April.

5. Arrears:

Any member who has not paid his/her subscriptions by 1st April shall be held to have ceased to be a member unless explanation is given to the Committee of extenuating circumstances.

6. Officers:
The officers of the Association shall be:  President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary and ordinary members whose number shall be decided at the Annual General Meeting.  The officers shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting.  Retiring officers shall be eligible for re-election.

7. General Meetings:

The Annual General Meeting shall be held on the second Saturday in March at such a time as the Committee decide.  Notice of the A.G.M. will be posted on the notice board 2 weeks before the meeting takes place.

Special General Meetings shall be called, upon request in writing to the Secretary, by at least nine members.

 No party political or sectarian discussions will be permitted at any meeting.

Decisions taken at meetings are binding on all.

A General Meeting will be deemed inquorate if less than one third of the membership attend.

A Committee Meeting quorum will be three members.

8. Bank Account:

The Committee shall open a Bank Account in the name of the Association.  All monies received from any source on behalf of the Association shall be paid into such an account.  Cheques shall be signed by two of three signatories who shall be nominated by the Committee.
9. New Members:

The Secretary shall keep an up-to-date record of applications for membership of the Association.
Where possible a record of members addresses and telephone numbers should be kept.
The Committee shall interview all prospective new members.

10. Discipline:

Any member breaching the Association Rules or behaving in a manner which brings the Association into disrepute will be liable to have disciplinary action taken against them.  If it is found necessary to take disciplinary action against a member, that member will be notified of the action in writing.

If a decision has been made either at a General Meeting or by the Committee, to take disciplinary action against any member, that member has the right to appeal against that decision.

Any appeal by a member against disciplinary action must be made to the Committee in writing within two weeks of receiving notification of that action.

Appeals will be considered by the Committee and the appellant will be asked to present their appeal to the Committee.

Any member whose membership is terminated will have their current year’s subscription returned to them.

11. Rules:
A copy of the Association Rules will be prominently displayed on the Association Notice Board and members will be issued with a copy.

Members must not enter an allotment other than their own without the express permission of that allotment holder or the Committee. 

12. Alterations: 
Proposals to alter this Constitution can only be made as Resolutions at an Annual General Meeting of the Association.  Alterations will be made as a result of resolutions passed by a simple majority of members present.
13. Dissolution:
If the Management Committee, by a simple majority, decides that at any time it is necessary or advisable to dissolve the Association, it shall call a special general meeting, giving the membership not less than 21 days notice (stating the terms of the resolution to be proposed thereat).
If the decision is confirmed by a two-thirds majority of those present and entitled to vote, the Management Committee shall have power to dispose of any assets held by or on behalf of the Association.  Any assets remaining after the satisfaction of any proper debts and liabilities shall be given or transferred to other charitable organisations having similar aims and objectives.

14. Adoption: 

Adopted as the constitution of West end allotments association at an annual general meeting duly convened at Douglas street on the 21st of March 2010. 

